ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual 




Report 


of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1946. 
The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  the  Report  be 
prepared  on  the  lines  of  that  for  1945,  so  it  will  not  assume 
its  pre-war  comprehensiveness. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  WILSON  EVANS. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Name.  Qualifications. 

L.  Wilson  Evans  M-B->  B-s.,  m.r.c.s., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

*E.  Wilkinson  m.i.m.cy.e.,  m.r.san.i. 
|J.  V.  Meredith  C.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 

*Retired  March  31st,  1946. 


Whole  or 

Office  Held.  Part  time. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Part 

Sanitary  Inspector  Whole 

and  Surveyor. 

Sanitary  Inspector  Whole 

and  Surveyor. 
fCommenced  duties  April  1st,  1946. 


General  Statistics. 


Population  6928 

Area  in  acres  51115 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1760 

Rateable  Value £29920 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £120 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1946. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Births:  Legitimate 

53 

58 

Ill 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Total 

56 

60 

116 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population 

16.7 

Birth  Rate  Ellesmere  Urban  District 

14.5 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales 

19.1 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Still  Births:  Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Total  

1 

1 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population 

0.29 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  Ellesmere  U.D. 

0.53 

Still  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales 

0.53 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

6 

2 

8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1000  births 

69 

Infant  mortality  rate  Ellesmere  Urban  District 

35 

Infant  mortality  rate  England  and  Wales 

43 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Deaths 

52 

49 

101 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

14.5 

Death  Rate  Ellesmere  Urban  District 

18.3 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales 

11.5 

CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

Heart  Disease 

11 

10 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

6 

9 

Cancer 

5 

8 

Diseases  of  circulatory  system  other 

than  heart  disease 

3 

4 

Influenza 

3 

2 

Tuberculosis  

1 

3 

Digestive  Diseases 

1 

3 

Violence 

3 

0 

Bronchitis 

1 

0 

Pneumonia  1 0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  1 0 

Other  causes  12  8 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or  Diarrhoea 
under  2 years.  There  were  no  deaths  of  mothers  as  a result  of  childbirth. 

The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  an  increase  of  35  in  the  population 
and  with  116  births  and  101  deaths  there  was  a natural  increase  of  15. 
The  birth  rate  is  much  the  same  as  last  year,  but  last  year  it  was  slightly 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  This  year  the  considerable  rise 
in  the  figure  for  the  Country  a,s  a whole  brings  it  a good  deal  lower'. 

The  very  low  figure  for  infant  mortality  recorded  last  year  has  not 
been  maintained.  Last  year  there  were  only  2 deaths  of  infants  under 
1 year,  exceptionally  few;  this  year  there  were  eight.  Five  of  them  died 
in  the  first  few  weeks  of  life.  The  distribution  according  to  age  was  as 
follows: — 

Under  24  hours.  1-6  days.  1-2  weeks.  2-4  weeks.  3-6  months.  Over  6 months. 

1 12  12  1 
Neo-mortality  rate  43. 

Last  year  we  had  some  low  records.  This  year  it  is  rather  in  the  other 
direction,  for  in  addition  to  the  increased  number  of  infant  deaths  the 
number  of  deaths  was  very  high,  101  against  last  year’s  figure  of  58,  the 
average  for  recent  years  being  about  70. 

There  is  no  one  disease  which  predominates  as  the  cause  of  an  unusual 
number  of  dearths,  but  those  which  showed  an  increase  were  heart  disease, 
intracranial  vascular  lesions,  cancer  and  influenza. 

The  favourable  features  are  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  infectious 
diseases  or  as  a result  of  child  birth. 


Prevalence 

of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other 
NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Diseases 

Ages  in 
Years. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Pneu- 

monia. 

Acute 

Polio. 

myelitis. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Dysentery. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1—  3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3—  5 

— 

1 

2 

— 





— 

1 

— 

— 

5—10  

1 

2 

— 

1 

— — 

— — 

3 

1 

— 

— 

10—15  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25  

— 

— 

— 

— 



2 — 

— 

— 

— 



25—45  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45 — 65  

65  & 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

over  

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 — 

3 

6 

— 

1 

MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Jam.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May.  June.  J!ly.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Dysentery  — — — 1 — — — — — — — — 

Measles  — — — — — — 2 1 — — — — 


Pneumonia  — — — — — — — — — — 2 — 

Acute 
Polio- 
myelitis   — — — — — — — — — 2 — — 

Scarlet 

Fever  2 — — — — — — — — 1 2 — 

Whooping 


Cough  — — — — — 1 5 2 1 — — — 

All  except  one  of  the  notifiable  diseases  showed  a reduction  on  last 
year.  The  exception  was  the  two  cases  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  which 
occurred  in  a large  boarding  school  in  the  area.  The  two  cases  were 
(recognised  within  3 days  of  each  other  and  fortunately  there  were  no 
further  cases.  The  circular  letter  recommended  by  the  Headmasters’ 
Association  was  sent  to  all  parents  by  the  Headmaster  re-assuring  them 
and  advising  them  to  leave  their  boys.  in.  school.  However,  a considerable 
number  of  boys  were  removed  home.  All  necessary  precautions  were 
taken  itn  the  school  and  the  Headmaster  and  his  "staff  readily  co-operated 
in,  the  measures  to  ensure  tbalt  the  boys,  who  went  home  were  kept  under 
observation.  All  those  living  in  this  district  were  visited  and  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  in  other  areas  were  notified. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Under  5 years.  5 to  14  years. 


Number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  86  , 6 

Number  of  children  considered  to  be  immunised  at 

December  31st,  1946  290  1203 

The  percentage  of  child  population  immunised  at 

December  31st,  1946  54%  91% 


Number  of  children  who  received  a reinforcing  dose  74. 

SCABIES. 

Twelve  cases  of  Scabies  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  in  3 houses, 
7 in  one  family,  4 in  another  and  one  in  the  third.  The  first  lot  of  cases 
had  been  infected  for  some  time  before  they  were  reported;  they  cleared 
up  under  treatment.  The  second  were  living  under  very  bad  conditions, 
dirty  and  overcrowded.  It  was  a case  for  hospital  treatment,  the  isolated 
position  of  the  house  making  supervision  difficult  and  treatment  unlikely 
to  be  carried  out,  but  the  County  Council,  whose  responsibility  it  is  under 
the  Scabies  Order  to  provide  hospital  accommodation  for  such 
cases,  had  closed  the  Sick  Bays  which  had  been,  set  aside  for  these  cases 
and  no  other  provision  had  been  made.  There  were  no  secondary  infect- 
ions discovered  as  a result  of  any  of  these  cases. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


N on  -r  e spa  r a tor  y 

M.  F. 
1 — 


New  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

3 2 

Transferred  from  another  district. 

1 

Removed  to'  Sanatorium  or  Hospital. 

2 2 — — 

Deaths. 

2 3 — — 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  December  31st.  1947. 

16  16  13  12  Total  57 

Distribution  of  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  according  to  age  and  sex. 
5-10  years.  10-20  years.  20-30  years.  30-40  years. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

— 1 — — 2 — 1 1 


Distribution  of  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  according  to  age 

and  sex. 

5-10  years.  10-20  years.  20-30  years.  30-40  years.  40-55  years.  55-65  yrs. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

— 1—  — 1 — — 1—  11  — 


It  is  satisfactory  to'  note  that  the  reduction  in  cases  of  Non-respiratory 
Tuberculosis  noted  last  year  ,has  been  maintained,  but  the  figures  for 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  are  not  good.  There  was  an  increase  in  both 
the  number  of  new  cases  and  in  the  number  of  deaths.  It  is  not  possible 
to  say  whether  this  is  significant  or  not,  until  we  know  whether  it  is  a 
passing  phase  or  a definite  trend  in  the  wrong  direction.  There  are 
conditions  which  might  influence  both  the  incidence  and  course  of  the 
disease,  such  as  bad  housing  conditions,  especially  those  of  overcrowding, 
a lack  of  some  essential  items  of  food,  and  the  added  wear  and  tear,  both 
mental  and  physical,  which  exist  today. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Only  a small  portion  of  the  area  has  a piped  supply  of  water,  the 
Dudleston  Heath  and  Trendh  areas  being  supplied  from  the  Liverpool 
mains,  and  most  of  the  houses  in  Great  Ness  and  Little  Ness  receive  water 
from  the  private  undertaking  of  Lord  Bradford.  The  number  of  houses 
supplied  in  these  areas  is  362.  The  rest  of  the  area  obtains  water  from 
privately  or  publicly  owned  wells  and  springs,  or  in  some  cases  brooks. 
Most  of  the  wells  are  of  the  shallow  type,  some  provided  with  pumps,  in 
others  the  water  is  drawn  out  by  means  of  buckets.  In  many  cases  the 
water  hlas  to  be  carried  considerable  distances.  Much  of  the  water  supply 
must  be  considered  unsatisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 


In  a few  cases  where  the  water  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  some 
improvement  was  carried  out  to  the  wells. 

The  approximate  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public 
mains  in  the  Parish  of  Dudleston  Heath  is  300,  17%. 

The  approximate  number  of  population  supplied  from  public  mains 
in  the  Parish  of  Dudleston  Heath  is  1200,  17%. 

The  approximate  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  means  of 
standpipes  is  60,  3%. 

The  approximate  number  of  population  supplied  by  means  of  stand- 
pipes is  240,  3%. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  new  works  of  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal  was  carried  out.  The 
piped  water  scheme  for  the  whole  district  to  which  the  Council  has  given 
much  time  and  consideration  during  the  year  shows  signs  of  emerging 
from  the  paper  stage,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  i,n  another  year  or  two 
water  will  be  running  in  pipes  to  parts  of  the  district.  The  preliminary 
scheme  by  which  a temporary  supply  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  Liverpool 
Viaduct  to  the  extent  of  200,000  gallons  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  permission  (given  to  apply  for  tenders  for  laying  the  mains. 
This  water  will  supply  parts  of  Baschureh,  Cockshutt,  part  of  Ellesmere 
Rural  Parish,  including  Perthy  and  Tetchill,  Hordley,  Pet-ton  and  Wels-h- 
ampton.  These  areas  are  some  of  the  worst  off  ,a!t  present,  the  water  being 
both  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  in  quality,  and  the  provision  of  a 
piped  supply  will  be  an  important  step,  towards  adding  to  the  amenities 
of  the  places  affected  ajnd  in  providing  the  first  essential  of  health  and 
comfort.  The  complete  scheme,  that  for  providing  water  obtained  in  the 
district  in  conjunction  with  the  Oswestry  Rural  District  Council,  has 
made  progress  in  that  an  agreement  has  been  come  to  between  the  two 
Councils  and  the  steps  necessary  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  are  being  taken. 


HOUSING. 


The  survey  in  accordance  with  the  Hobhouse  report  was  commenced 
during  the  year  following  the  completion  of  the  deliberations  of  the 
Technical  Sub-committee  which  was  appointed  by  the  County  Advisory 
Committee  as  set  out  in  paragraph  115  of  the  report.  The1  object  of  the 
Sub-committee  was  to  adopt  uniform  standards  for  demolition,  recondition- 
ing and  repairs,  and  to,  arrange  for  the  comprehensive  .survey  and  periodic 
inspection  of  rural  housing  conditions  as  suggested  in  Chapter  7 of  the 
report.  Standards  were  recommended  to  the  Advisory  Committee,  which 
eventually  adopted  them,  the  houses  to  be(  placed  into,  the'  four  categories 
laid  down  in  the  Report. 

Category  1.  Houses  fit  for  habitation,  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Category  2.  Houses  with  minor  defects  only. 

Category  3.  Houses  with  major  defects,  requiring  repairs,  structural 


alteration,  or  improvement. 
Category  4.  Houses  requiring  demolition. 


As  a result  there  should  be  no  marked  difference  of  standard  in  the 
different  rural  districts  in  the  County.  It  is  obviously  an  advantage  that 
there  should  be  uniformity  of  standard  throughout  the  country  and  that 
as  high  as  possible. 

It  was  decided  that  all  houses  not  exceeding  a rateable  value  of  £20 
should  be  included  in  the  survey.  There  were  1300  such  houses  in  your 
district.  The  number  .surveyed  to  December  31st,  1946,  was  280.  The 
areas  surveyed  were  Griffins,  Dudleston,  Dudleston  Heath  and  Perthy. 

Data  re  Categories  from  Housing  Survey,  1946. 

CATEGORIES. 


Localities 

(4) 

(3) 

(2) 

(1) 

Totals. 

Pe'rthy 

24 

22 

6 

1 

53 

Dudleston  Heath  

45 

45 

21 

8 

119 

Dudleston 

21 

17 

4 

1 

43 

Criftins  

25 

12 

11 

1 

49 

Trench  

10 

4 

2 

0 

16 

Totals 

125 

100 

44 

11 

280 

Percentages 

44.6% 

35-7% 

7.15% 

7.4% 

All  figures  denote  number  of  houses.  Category  Nos.  thus  (4). 

The  chief  reasons  given  by  the  Surveyor  why  certain  cottages  have 
been  placed  in  category  Four  for  demolition  are  as  follows: — 

Excessive  dampness  caused  through  lack  of  damp  proof  course,  ex- 
cessive dampness  caused  by  penetration,  and  in  both  cases  the1  structure  of 
the  cottages  does  not  lend  itself  to  improvement.  It  will  be  appreciated 
that  the  cutting  away  of  two  courses  of  brickwork  from  external  and 
internal  walls,  and  replacing  with  a damp-proof  course  of  slate  and  one 
course  of  bricks  on  edge  is  very  costly,  especially  where  the  general  brick- 
work of  the  walls  is  eroded.  The  erosion,  of  the'  brickwork  makes  it 
difficult  to  prevent  penetrating  dampness.  It  would  mean  in  some  cases, 
taking  down  the  greater  part  of  the  walls  and  re-building  iin  sound  bricks. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  walls  could  be  rendered  ,in  cement  and  sand.  This 
method  is  satisfactory  if  the  walls  are  sound,  ,but  very  often  if  eroded 
brickwork  is  rendered  o:r  rough  cast,  the  material  breaks  away  after  a 
few  years  .and  again  allows  dampness  to  percolate.  Apart  from  erosion, 
the  reports  .show  that  a good  many  of  the  walls  are  bulging  badly. 

Apart  from  the  walls  being  in  such  bad  condition,  there  are  also 
general  dilapidations,  such  as  defective  and  sunken  roofs,  defective  floors, 
defective  windows  and  doors.  These  .items, /Coupled  with  lack  of  drainage 
and  paving,  wafer  supply,  food  storage,  isolation  of  premises,  lack  of 
light  and  ventilation,  rooms  in  r<?of,  lack  of  celling  height,  not  only  in 
bedrooms,  but  in  ground  floor  rooms,  reduce  the  standard  of  the  houses  to 
nil. 


There  ,are  also  cases  where  houses  are  situated  back  to  earth.  This 
could  be  remedied  by  providing  a dry  area  prhperly  drained,  but  again 
it  is  very  often  found  that  the  fabric  of  -the1  house  is  of  such  low  standard 
that  at  would  lead  to  an  unreasonable  cost. 

Generally  speaking,  the  houses  have  been  placed  in  categoiy  Four  in 
view  of  the  following: — 

1.  Excessive  dampness. 

2.  Inadequate  fight  and  ventilation. 

3.  Inadequate  food  storage. 

4.  Lack  of  proper  drainage  and  water  supply. 

5.  General  dilapidations  of  structure. 


Particulars  of  Water  Supplies  and  Sanitation  of  .Houses 

Surveyed. 


Source. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.' of  HoTtSes. 


Public  supply  

Wells,  with  and  without  Pumps 
Springs  (not  bricked  wells) 
Rainwater 
No  supply 

Total 


Percentage 

132  taps  (Indoor) 


200  68  Stand  71.5% 

pipes. 

67  24% 

6 2% 

4 1.5% 

3 1.0% 

280  100.0% 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

No.  of  Houses. 


Pail  108 

Earth  145 

W.C.’s  27 

Total  280 


Percentage. 

38.57% 

51.78% 

9.644% 

100.000% 


OVERCROWDING. 


No.  of  which  house  No.  of 

is  overcrowded.  Houses. 

0 (i.e.  not  overcrowded)  255 

4 7 

1 5 

14  4 

2 6 

2\  0 

3 1 


No.  of  houses 
as  percentages. 

91.829% 

2.600% 

1.787% 

1.529% 

2.144% 

0.000% 

.037% 


34  1 -037% 

4 0 0.000% 

44  0 0.000% 

5 1 -037% 

Total  280  100.000% 


No.  of  houses  overcrowded  25,  i.e.  8.171%. 

No.  of  persons  causing  overcrowding  38. 

THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

NUISANCES. 

Forty-three  complaints  of  nuisances  have  been  received  by  the  Depart- 
ment. Informal  notices,  have  been  served  and  in  each  case  it  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  take  Statutory  Action.  The  complaints  have  been 
associated  chiefly  with  house  repairs,  drainage  and  water.  Landlords, 
although  desirous  in  many  cases  to  carry  out  improvements  to  houses, 
have  been  handicapped  by  the  Control  of  Civil  Building  Regulations 

SEWAGE  WORKS. 

No  public  sewerage  works  exist  in  ,the  district,  consequently  most  of 
the  premises  are  provided  with  pail  closets  and  privies.  The  contents  of 
these  closets'  are  disposed  of  by  burying,  and  agalin  this  renders  the  con- 
tamination. of  shallow  wells  possible.  Some  premises,  of  course,  are 
provided  with  cesspools,  septic  tanks  and  aeration  beds. 

HOUSING. 

The  Council  has  drawn  up  a scheme  for  the  erection  ,of  116  permanent 
houses.  Certain  delays  have  been  caused,  consequently  only  four  houses 
are  under  Contract,  but  the  Oouncil  hope  to  be  in  a position  to  invite 
tenders  for  a large  number  in  the  near  future. 

The  number  of  existing  houses  owned  ,by  the  Council  is  68. 

MILK  PRODUCTION. 

There  are  455  milk  producers  in  the  district,  of  which  56  are  Accredited 
Licences  and  16  hold  T.T.  Licences. 

There  iare  58  retailers  of  milk  in  the  district.  Several  farmers  have 
made  application  to  become  designated  producers,  but  owing  to.  lack  of 
buiilding  materials  and  labour,  they  have  not  been  able  to  adapt  their 
shippons  and  dairies  to  comply  with  the  required  Standards.  In  some 
parts  of  the  district,  lack  of  water  supply  has  also  led  the  farmers  to 
abandon  the  idea  of  producing  designated  milk.  The  County  Comr'-’ 
regularly  take  samples  of  T.T.  and  Accredited  milk  produced  in 


district,  iand  forward  copies  of  the  Analyst*®  reports  to  this  Department. 
Adverse  reports  have  been  received  and  the  producers  have  been  advised 
when  necessary.  The  shortage  of  fuel  has  fo  a .large  extent  limited 
sterilisation  being  carried  out  ass  thoroughly  as  it  should  be. 

FOODS. 

The  only  condemned  food  has  been  .30  lbs.  of  bacon.  This  was  sur- 
rendered voluntarily.  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  number  of  food 
shops  is  31,  the  amount  of  food  condemned  has  been  very  small. 

RATS  AND  MICE. 

The  number  of  premises  infested  with  rats  and  mice  is  very  small, 
and  these  are  under  contract  for  treatment. 


